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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a church building of masonry and frame construction
faced with yellow brick, in a Byzantine eclectic style based on
a specific Russian model., In plan it is a Greek cross contained
in a square, with a polygonal apse projecting to the south. The
exterior walls are articulated by flat Tuscan pilasters. The windowsg
are round-arched, and the facade and the transverse arms contain
circular wheel windows. At the center of each of the three main
elevations the cornice is interrupted by a semi-elliptical arch.
The most prominent external features are the copper-roofed,
onion-shaped domes, a large central one surrounded by four
minor ones, and eight still smaller ones at the woof line, The
five main cupolas are raised on octagonal drums., Each cupola
carries the three-barred cross of Russian Orthodoxy,

The fundamental impression of the interior is one of rich color,
gold, and almost overpowering detail. The main central square
is framed by four square piers which support wide shallow arches
opening into the arms of the cross, The nave is separated from
the apse by an altar screen (iconostas) with three rows of icons,
painted in Russia. The ceiling is punctured by a square opening
which permits a view into the central cupola. From the cupola
hangs a crystal chandelier made in Czechoslovakia. The entire
wall surface of the interior is painted with murals from the Old
and New Testaments, executed in 1954, The central cupola icon
represents Christ the Saviour, In the low basement the substructure
consists of a large number of square brick piers which support
the wooden floor joists., There have been no significant alter-
ations, other than the redecoration of the early 1950's,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Theodosius Russian Orthodox Cathedral is a significant
representative of the American response to the religious

needs of immigrant communities. In 1910, Russians were among
the upper third in population of the many immigrant groups

in Cleveland. This building has also been called one of the
best examples of Russian Orthodox Church architecture in the
United States. The impressive external silhouette of St, Theod-
osius' onion-shaped cupolas on the high land above the Cuya-
hoga Valley "Flats' has been a familiar visual landmark for
West Side residents for over sixty years,

St. Theodosius, the first Orthodox parish in Cleveland, was
founded in 1896, the same year that its namesake was canonized

by the Church. The present church, the'third building of the parish,
was authorized and begun fifteen years later, and consecrated in
1912, The building was designed with features adapted from the
Church of Our Saviour in the Kremlin,Moscow. The thirteen domes
symbolize Christ and the twelve apostles, The design was the
result of the collaboration of Father Basil Lisenkovsky and Freder-
ick C. Baird, a Cleveland architect, The church was mentioned

in a 1972 article on Louis Sullivan's Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox
Cathedral in Chicago as a most characteristic example of traditional
Russian monumental architecture. The interior murals by Andrew
Vasilievich Bicenko purport to be in a '"Neo-Byzantine' style,
Unfortunately the compromised style does not do justice to the
quality of the architecture, :




TOGRAFHICAL REFERENCES

St. Theodosius Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Cathedral,

(Cleveland, 1962), unpaged booklet, 22 color illus.
Theodore Turak, "A Celt Among Slavs: Louis Sullivan's Holy Trinity
Cathedral," The Prairie School Review, IX, No. 4, 1972, 8-9,
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NAME AND TITLE:

Eric Johannesen, Preservationist
ORGAN!ZATION PATE

Western Reserve Historical Society ' August, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

10825 East Boulevard
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is: A

National [ State [ Local @z‘,

/N

/

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Eate

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

GPO 931.894
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V. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC

St. Theodosius Russian
_ Orthodox Cathedral

NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPs)

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY

. TOWN
Ohio N Cuyahoga Cleveland

STREET AND NUMBER

733 Starkweather Avenue

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

Eric Johannesen

August, 1973 , Western Reserve

4. IDENTIFICATION

Historical Society

DESCRIBE ViEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

° Southwest corner of Cathe'clrgi, looking Northeast,

NTERIOR
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FORM -

o2 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
' PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
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GPO 923:

1. NAME

/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
AND
COMMON . X »
St. Theodosius Russian
Orthodox Cathedral

2, LOCATION

TOWN
- COUNTY
STATY

d
Ohio Cuyahoga Clevelan

STREET AND NUMBER

733 Starkweather Avenue

3. PHOTO REFERENCE B
FroTe erERt o Western Reserve
Eric Johannesen July, 1973 Historical Society

4, IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Facade on Starkweather Avenue, looking South,
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733 Starkweather Avenue
3. MAP REFERENCE
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Cleveland South Quadrangle 1970 1:24, 000
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January 31, 1974

St. Theodosius Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church
2547 St, Tikhon
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Pentlemen:

I am pleased to inform you that St. Theodosius Russian Orthodox Cathedral,
733 Starkweather Avenue, Cleveland, has been entered in the National Register
of Historic Places by the National Park Service, United States Department of
Interior.

The nomination was wade in connection with a state plan to identify and
document prehistoric and historic places in Ohio which qualify for National
Register status under provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966, All nominations are approved by the Ohio Historic Site Preservation
Advisory Board.

Enclosed s a brochure explaining the purposes and goals of the National
Register of Historic Places,

Congratulations for recognizing hhe importance of, and the need for, the
careful and sensible preservation of Ohio's landmarks. Your farsightedness
will surely serve as an example to other individudls and organizations in
this state.

Sincerely,

Judith Kitchen
Architectural Historian

JK:dal
enclosure
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