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The Metro Lofts building, formerly the CLEVELAND DENTAL MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY is a representative example of turn of the 20th century industrial architecture 
in Cleveland and was designed by an architect with broad experience in residential and 
commercial as well as industrial architecture.  The building was first constructed in 1903 
and George J. Hardway (1858-1929) was the architect.  The building middle section was 
built soon after the original construction, and the east wing was built in 1929. 
 
This building also has an association with the rise of modern dentistry in the United States, 
as home to one of the older dental manufacturing firms in the country.  Dentistry was a 
major profession in the city of Cleveland, spurred by the formation of The Cleveland 
Dental Society in 1886 and the establishment in 1892 of a major dental training facility 
associated with Western Reserve University.  Cleveland City Hospital (now MetroHealth 
Medical Center) located across the street from this facility, offered free dentistry to city 
residents over 100 years ago. 
 
The Teter Manufacturing Company was located in the Cleveland Dental Manufacturing 
Company.  Dr. Charles K. Teter, DDS, was a professional anesthetist at St. Luke 
Hospital and did minor oral surgery.  Dr. Teter invented the Teter oxide device.  The 
apparatus was a safe way to administer anesthesia during dental work, such as ether and 
chloroform.  It was first produced in 1910. 
 
Dr. Deter had patents on various dental apparatuses which now are owned by 
GE Healthcare. 


